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| THE | 
SENTIMENTS 
0 

| Dutch PATRIOT, 


BEING THE 


SPEECH of fg, 


In anauguſt ASSEMBLY on the preſent 
State of Affairs, and the Reſolution ne- 
ceſſary at this Juncture to be taken ſor 
the Safety of the Republick. 
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| Faithfully tranſlated from the Dutch Original. 


| Non ea veſtra ingenia ſunt, ut ipſi aliis vi ofpreſſis imperia te. 
neatis; ſed in es nagnæ ſunt vires veſtræ, ut alium potiri 
| principatu prohibeatis, aut potitum exturbetis. 
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| 7 F it was ** to exclude, from ſuch as 
are entruſted with the Adminiſtration of 
Government, thoſe Paſſous and Prejudices 
to which human Nature is ſubjeft, one might 
hope to ſee either well regulated Monarchies 
or Free States ſubſiſt for ever. It is not be- 
cauſe ſuch Forms of Rule are contrived, but 
becauſe they are executed by Men, that they 
moulder and crumble away to nothing. It 
ſeems, at firſt Sight, hard to give a Reaſon 
for this; but conſider, Reader, atrentively, 
and you will find the Reaſon is already gi- 
ven. When Men fit down to plan out 
' Schemes of Government, they commonly diveſt 
2 of Paſſions, and draw all Things 
a accord- 
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"the Execution of theſe fine Projetts falling 


ii PREFACE. 


| according to the Dictates of Public Spirit; 


therefore ſuch Inſtitutions are excellent. But 


into the Hands of the ordinary Race of Mor- 


tals, Men of weak Parts, and cron Faſſour, 


4200, inſtead of conſt, ſdering Government as 


'an Invention, calculated to render M any 
happy, by the Induſtry and Integrity of a 
Few; ſuppoſe the Few, by being in the Ma- 
nagement, have a Right to make the moſt 
they can of the Many; and thus the very beſt 
Conſtitutions in the World are firſt weaken- 
ed, and, at length, ruined. A very foort S- 
fem this, and yet, God knows, it includes the 


Lake of Modern Politics. 


he Auciente, who are 3 wiſer 
thay we, thought they could never be tao 


grateful to Legiſlators. They believed, the 
bringing Men to live in Society, to ſubmit to 


Laws, ang to renounce that wild Kind of 
Liberty 


PREFACE it 
Liberty" they derived from: Nature, Was a 
Sort of new Creation; aud therefore they 
 honourtd, as Gods, ſuch as had a Power of, 
operating, for theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, on 
their Fellow Creatures, Horace, in the ve⸗ 
ry beſt of bis Performances, ſets all this in 
the faireſt and fineſt Light. to Auguſtus 3 
probably with a View of engaging him to re- 
fore the Roman Republic, which he had cer- 
fainily done, bad ir mot been, firſt, for his 
von private Net, and "then, for Livin 


The Remarks Horace are admirable, tw; 


if that was bis Scheme, they proved miſuc= 
ceſsful. But, what could a Poet do, where 
Pompey, Cato, and Brutus failed s He 
/hewed, that fuch Benefattors to their Spe- 
cies were very juſtly reputed more than Men; 
after Death; but Au guſtus Was ſet upon be- 
ing the firſt of Men while lioing ; and there» 
fore could not be perſuaded to reſtore Liberty 


70 9 the Cummon-wealth, thouzh he ſhould 2 
deified 


- 
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Romulus and Numa, have his Name" hand- 


iv PREFACE. 
tified for it, by the Men of Senſe 5 and, like 


#d "down to Pofterity as @ Legiſlator ; 


which, however, had certainly been more ho- 


nourable than that of Emperor; and the A- 


| pothioſis chat would have attended it, more 
anbau than the Senate's. 


4 1 


i We af} FE 10 teſs Sort of Cod. 


. Men, who ſtudied the Good of others, aud 
employed their Thoughts and Cares to ſave 
Men from Men, and to derive them all. the 
Abvantages of Government, exempt from its 
. Imcomveniencies. Tet they have been ſuccced- 
va. by. another very uſeful and honourabie 
| Race of Men, .uho. (thangh rarely) appear, 


eren in our Days, and are diſtinguiſbed by 
the Appellation of PATRIOTS. There 


are mam Ranks, Titles, and Characters, 


amongſt Mankind, but none that comes near 
58: Au orßers imply Mutter of Benefit re- 
ALD ſulting 


PREPACE. v 
ſalting to the Perſon wehe enjoys them; 
whereas this ſignifies a, Man who bleſſes his 
Brethren, and is capable of receiving no da- 
tisfaction, but the Divine one, of being con- 
ſeious he acts right. An Awhor who. lately 
wrote the Lives of the De Wittes, in En- 
gliſh, expreſſes his Senſe of their being, ar 
well as affecting to appear, Patriots, very 
ſtrongiy; he ſays, He looks upon it as his 
greateſt Felicity, that he had lived to pay 
a juſt Tribute of Praiſe to their Memories. 
This is talking of Patriots, in the Language: 
of Patriots, ſpoke by ſa few People, that 
one can ſcarce conſider it as a living Tongwe ; 
and therefore cannot be much amazed to find 
it not generally underſtood. But, fur al 
this, the Few, in all Countries, are capable 
of diſcovering, admiring, and applauding it. 

It is to Them the following Pages are 
conſecrated ; to the Lovers of Truth andVir- 
ture, f Public Spirit and. Liberty. Here 

«av breathes 
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1 P RE F A C E. 

breathes the honeſt, upright, and diſintereſt- 
ed PATRIOT, who feels for bis Cuumtry, 
not Himſelf who aims at inſpiring Counſels 
F General, not Private-Utility ;\ who deals 
fairly. and fret with "all Characters, and 
ſbews Approbation, or Di fi he, as they tend 
to benefit, or to diſhonour, his Country ; 
who is equally incapable of concealing or 
diſſembling his Sentiments, but treats the 
great Afſſairs Europe with the ſame Fran- 
chiſe and Implicity, as if he diſcourſed only 
of Family-Concerns. He has no Complacen- - 


cies, no Reſerves ; what he thinks, he ſays; 


commends with Warmth, as well as blames 


with Freedom; aſſembles in a very narrow: 
Compaſs all the Facts, all the Reflections, 


neceſſary to his Purpoſe ; and, with great 


Strength and Perſpicuity, ſo ranges them, that 
they throw Light upon each other, and make 
{ he whole Diſcourſe a perfect Demonſtration.) 
In 15 W to read, without deceruing 


this: ; 


PREFACE. vii 


this ; and though we cannot beſo thoroughly 


Maſters, here of. certain Fact, as the People 
are in the Country for which it was calcu. 


lated, yet we knowithem ſufficiently to. apprer. 
bend the Juſtice of his Deduttions, aud 10 


be convinced by. the Solidity of his Reaſan- 


- 
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By force of Cuſtom and ſome other Res- 


ſons 1 aon't care to mention, We are in Bri- 


tain grown out of Love with ſet Speeches, 


and fancy that nothing can ſtrike-or perlugde, 
but ſudden and unpremeditated Har ang. ues. 
Tet, notwithſtanding this Prejudice, . I I fancy 
Gf it bas had no Wrong done by its Tran- 
ſtator) this Speech will make its Way, and, 


perhaps, reſtore ſome Degree of Credit to 


that Manner of Speaking. This will be found 
far enough from being long, and farther {till 


from being tedious. There is ſomething ex- 


act, but nothing dull or tireſome: in the Me- 
=  thod: 


vit- PRE FA C-£-- 
thad : Tt has Fire as well. as Order ; aud 


though the whole is grave and ſerious, like 
its Subjett, yet ſometimes there are very 
quick Strokes of Raillery, and à very lively 
Turu f Humour. But the moſt naluable 
eg in this (as it ought to le in all © 
Speeches) is the Bent, and the Deſign of 
it; not to ſerve the Speaker, not to give 
Weight to, or ſupport, the Purpoſes of any 
Party ; not 70 outface Truth with Japhiſtical 
Arguments ; but to remove Prejudices, to re- 
cal public Spirit, to excite in his Count men 
thoſe Virtues neceſſary to ſave their Country ; 
to awalen that generous Paſſion for uni ver- 
ſal Liberty, which is the very Eſſence of the 
Virtue we commend, which diſſolves the nar- 
row Ties and Conneions of the particular 
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Ho this ſeems, to me, a Seaſon ſit - 
182 for Acting than Speaking, aud 
tho I am ſatisfied, that we have loſt much, - 
by neglecting the former for the Sake of the 
latter; yet, I am for once determined to 
follow the Cuſtom of thoſe I condemn, and 
trouble you with a Speech: A long Speech 
too; which is a Thing not a little out of 
my Way; and therefore I will begin it, 
by giving the Reaſons which lead me to 
make it: Theſe are Three. The firſt. That 

A I may 


| / ” 
| | [2] 
| may lay before you at once my Senti- 

ments of the whole Compaſs of your Con- 
cerus: The ſecond, Becauſe I perceive you 
| are much affected by ſuch Harangues: And 
the third, Becauſe, for what I have to ſay, 

ng. Seaſon is ſo proper as the preſent. 


« Wit have been for ſome time ſuſpended, 
as to our Hopes of arriving at a ſecure 
and ſolid Peace, by means of a vigorous 
War, or of a well-conducted Negotiation ; 

and while we have endeavoured to com- 

| paſs our Ends, by a Mixture of both Me- 

1 thods, we have proſecuted neither with a- 
ny good Effect. Our Barrier is loſt, our 

Armies beaten; ſtill we make War. Our 
| Mediation is rejected, our Propofitions 

[| Nighred;' yer ſtill we treat. When you 
firſt ran this Courſe, I took a good deal 
of Pains to ſhew you, how contrary it 
was to Reaſon, and yet you would go on: 
Now, that Experience might convince you 

how far you have gone wrong, you ſeem 
{till inclined to proceed. What can this 

| <hd'in ?'T will not ſay that; becauſe, tho 
| 40 | caſy 
| 
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[3] 
eaſe. to foreſee, it would, be irkſome ta 
hear; but I ſpeak only to perſuade, and 
not to chagrin; and therefore I ſhall con: 
tent myſelf with ſhewing you it . ne 
ver anſwer your Deſires. lo 


Our Entrance into the preſent va was 
neither from Motives of Intereſt or Ambi- 
tion, but of Juſtice. We entered into it 
as Auxiliaries, in Performance of Trea- 
ties, made for the Safety and Support of 
the State; which can no longer continue 
a State, than while ſhe performs her En 


gagements, and makes good her Treaties, 


We did no more, in this Reſpect, than 
Great Britain; only we were nearer, and 


our Performance of our Stipulations, be- 


came more immediately neceſſary. We 
carried our Aſſiſtance farther, and engaged 
more deeply, by Degrees ; bur ſtill, in;pur- 
ſuance of Treaties; which Treaties long 
ago required us to act in Defence of the 
Empreſs- Queen. with our utmoſt Force. 
This War was begun by France, to fub- 


vert the Pragmatic Sauction; and we are 
ä bound 


_ — — * - 
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141 


bound to act as Auxiliaries, till ſheaban- 


dons that Deſign. Thus the Cauſe, the 
End, and the Duration of the . are all 
as plain as we can deſirqGq. 


As Abe began the War of her own 
Head, ſhe might alſo have put an End to 


-it when ſhe pleaſed. We are not obliged. 
by Treaties to aſſiſt in making Conqueſts 


upon her; but we are obliged to ſee her 
reſtore thoſe Conqueſts ſne has made, in 
Breach of Treaties; by which in foro Con- 
ſeientiæ, ſhe was as much bound as we. 
But we were bound by Intereſt, as well as 
Treaty: The Pragmatic Sanction did 
not more concern the Qucen of Hunga- 
2 %s Power, than our Safety. Her Rights 


could not be defeated, but at the ſame Ex- 


pence of Ours. So that Policy, as well 
as Piety, the Reſpect due to our Country, 
as well as to the good Faith of the Re- 
publick, required, as well as juſtified. all 
we. have done. Did France diſlike this? 
Did the unwillingly ſhed the Blood of her 
| x Neigh- 


nl 


[5] 
Neighbours ? Did ſhe wiſh rather 'ro"ſpate 
the Subjects of the State? She might have 
forced us to lay down our Arms, By 
laying down her W .. 


Wu ſhe declined this Method, While 
PA continued the War, while ſhe | xais\d 
new Commotions every where. while ſhe 
pretended ne Cauſes, as the old extin- 
guiſhed, while ſhe attack'd all our Allies; 
without Decency, as well as unprovoek'd; 
why ſhould. ſhe exclaim againft the Re- 
public? Could we do leſs than We have 
gone againſt her, if we conſider Things in 
this Light? But if we reflect how fur het 
unjuſt Reſentment has engaged her to treat 
us as Principlas in the War, ought We not 
to have done more? Was there any Road 
more open to Peace than making War 
without Reſerve, and employing Force to 
teach Ambitios Reaſon? Did not the Houle 
of Auſtria do this for us in 1672, when at- 


tacked by the ſame Power, in a former 


man W Phrenfy ? Did not the 
4 Empe- 


\ [ 6 "? 

Emperor and Great Britain act che ſame 
Part towards us in yo? Did not the firſt 
War fave, our Country, and did not the 
laſt give us our Barrier? What Doubtg. then 
could we entertain, that War muſt be 
puſt'd, till France ns all Chic «gain in 
1 prius? 


14 


Sas we liſten'd to this Reaſoning in 
Time. (J fay liſten'd, becauſe you know 
it was preach'd ) the War had been at an 
End long before now. Had we armed ef- 


fectually at once, and declared to what 
End we had arm'd, without Reſerye, we 


had gained Credit, and done our Buſineſs, 
The Force we have ſince employed, would 
have cover'd our Frontier then; and the 
Princes of the Empire, had they ſeen us 
hearty in our own Intereſts, would have 
follow'd-our Example; I mean, would have 
been true to their. Intereſts, and not ſuf 
fer d their Territories to be over-run,''aad 
their Subjects. ruined, without conſidering 
the Power that did it as an Enemy. But 
9 l é you 


(7] 
you loſt that Occaſion; yet one Thing you 
may gain from it: Suffer yourſelves to be 
that you loft it ; and repair your Error. 
by reſolving to embrace the next Oppor- 
tunity. You are indeed Auxiliaries ſtill; 
but, as Auxiliaries, you may be as ef 
fectually undone by the War as if you 
were Principals. This makes the Matter 
equal. Carry on the War effectually ei- 
ther Way, you are ſafe: But, if you will 
not carry it on ectually, don't carry it 
on at all. You will then be undone in- 
deed, as a tate, · but private Perſons will 
| ſave their Money. Wh da 0 
Bur let us now enifides A 
done by Way of Negotiation, for reſtoring 
Peace. You had not now ſuch a' Miniſtce 
at Parts, as Van B--- who could uſe Stareſt 
men, Courtiers; Beaux, Priefts, and Mi- 
ſtreſſes; to ſerve his Maſters, from whom 
the Boſoms of his Counſellors; and the ſe- 
cret Drawers''of the Grand Monarch's Ca- 
_ were not ſafe, if they held Things 
dange- 
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E8] 
dangerous to the Republic. But the Con- 
cerms of your Country were in the Hands 
of aGalliciz' d Dutchman, one ho poke 
the Language of Ver /ailles, and repreſent-, 
ed the Beſt of his Countrymen, as no ber- 
ter than himſelf; one who ſtudied to make 
his Court there, by repreſenting you more 
timorous than you were, at the ſame Time 
that he laboured, by his Epiſtles to your- 
ſelves, to make you what he had thought ſit 
to repreſent you. This eloquent Framer of 
ſlaviſſi Addreſſes miſtook all your Inſtructi- 
ons, and murdered all the Memorials he had 
Orders to preſent. Inſtead of expoſtulat- 
ing, he Whined; inſtead of i.lewing why 


you granted Succours, he apologiz d for it: 
Vet, which is equally ſtrange, on . 


og him, ad the War. 


ww HEN, 4 * * 55 you! were. 
brought to act with ſome Vigour and Spi- 
rit, you ſent again to the moſt Chriſtian 
King, as it were to deprecate his Anger. 
Some other Steps you took to pacify 


France, 


(91 

F, ante, and to mringle, what cannot be 
brought to join, a Spirit of Kindneſs, and 
of Reſentment. You did all this, without 
queſtion; from the beſt Principle in che 
World. You' hate War heartily, and this 
you ſent Miniſter after Miniſter to tell your 
Enemy. This raiſed the Spirits of the 
French Miniſtry, who thought your 
Troops would behave wondrous meckly in 


the Field, when your Miniſters publickly. 


complimented their King upon his coming 
home from knocking their Brains out. 
There was ſomewhat in this ſo ſrreconcil- 
able to the Dignity of a free State, that ſoms 
ot che old Minifters could not believe cheſe 
Speech-Makers came from the lame C 2oun-,. 
try the Plegipo's did, at che Conferences. 
at Gertruydenburgh, where they treated 
the Ga/lic Stateſmen very Cavalicrly. This 
odd and fantaſtical Counter: pace of Wat and 
Peace, at a Fime, has hurt youexcceding- 


ly; it has diſcouraged your Soldiers, diſtrei- 


* wh N q — * Allies, 
x > 6 « n Sy "799 made 


We ſ 10 ] 
made * reſt of the World ſmile, and your 
Enemies deſpiſe you. | 


Yer you cannot ſay, that it has RE 
ced any of the good Effects that you expec- 
red,” or been attended with any one of the 
good Conſequences you propoſed. The 
very Deſign of the War, viz. the Ruin of 


the Houſe of Auſtria, was of ſuch a Na- 


ture, as might well have juſtifyed you in de- 


claring War upon it; and, perhaps, if you 
had put yourſelves in a Condition of doing, 
and had threaten'd it, your Miniſter, in- 
truſted with the Meſſage, had been better 
treated than the Paraſite Y H----, But, 
tho” content to act as Auxiliaries, you made 
an Excuſe for that, as if you ſent your 
Wiſhes one Way, and your Troops another. 
Your Barrier, howeyer, was attacked with 
peculiar Violence, tho' the Buſineſs might 
as well have been done another Way; thoſe 
Fortreſſes were not only taken, but abſo- 
lutely ruined; your Troops forced to ſcau- 


dalous Capitularions, and afterwards worſe 
uſed 


11 1 
uſed, the Benefits of the laſt Treaty of Com- 
: merce taken away; and 10 1 many « other Ii. 
dignities offered you, that barely to report 
them is an inſupportable Burden to a f 
Mind. Vet on you have ſtill went; er: 
ſailler was crouded with D---- Ambaſſa 
dors; and where, in former Times, we 
ſent Couriers, you now ſent RY who 
work VI better read, „N iy 


R  # © £ 


of a War, will appear ſtill more 3 5 5 


Pos, if Jou advert to the Conduct of your : 


Allies. When the Storm firſt broke upon 
Germany, and her Majeſty the Queen bf 
Hungary and Bobemia found herſelf dee 


prived-of one Capital (Prague) and obll⸗ 


ged to leave another (/; zenna) in order to 


remain in ſome Degree of Safety at Pre /. 
burgh, you never heard of her ſupplicar- 


ing for Peace, or ſending Miniſter after Mi- 
niſter to offer Terms, On the contrary, the 
applied herſelf ſteadily to the defending, 
what was left; and relied, for f on 


1 
it 
h 


the French to declare War, which:the 


[ 22 } 
her Forces, and her Allies. Yer, her Con- 
dition was, at that Time; humanly/ſpeak- 


ing, much worſe than ours; and, hadefhe 
been ſo inclined, ſuch Applications had 


been far more excuſable. But ſhe kne ty 
there was no making them, but by betr. 


ing ber own and the common Cauſe; and 


2 even in her greareſt Extremity. 
ne publickly declared they ſhould ſtand er 


fall together. This Firmneſs, in 9 | 


Cauſe, procured her immortal Glory,” in 
nite Reſources, and, by the Bleſling of ond 
videncs on her Arms. perpetual Steceſs, 


| Rxagoxs of the has prudential Na- 
ture, in regard to Trade, and ſome others, 


yhich have been ſufficiently manifeſted, 


might have furniſhed an Apology for the 
Britiſh Nation, had ſhe acted leſs vigo- 
rouſly, But, in the fitſt Place: The forced 


Loſs of Cape Breton, has made them re- 
pent; aud, ſince that Declaration of War. 


no Ingeroonrls till very lately, and hy our 


Pro- 


1131 
Procuring, has there been between the 
two Narions. This, you plainly diſcern, 
has not been from the Credit of any pat- 
ticular Miniſtry, but from the Bent and 
Forwardneſs of the People, vex'd at every 
Diſappointment, murmuring at every Re- 
laxation; and continually preſſing the moſt 
vigorous Meaſures, as the only, ſafo and 
ſure Means of coming at an honoutable 
Peace. They ſee plainly, that France has 
an Advantage from eyery Delay; draws in 
new Allies, whenever the 'Confederates 
draw Breath; and that, to put an End te 


. ien we mal craſh ha evil 1 


"Ain S co 1 eagle Manly of Sardinia, 
his Wiſdom. Courage, and Fidelity, are the 
Admiration of our own, and will be cet 
lebrated in lateſt Times. He was Proof. 
in the Beginning, againſt all Threats and 
Temptations; took the Part that became 
him; and has remained fixed to it thro- 
all Fortunes. Frante has ſent many Mini- 
een ro him, who have returned re in. 
| fefla; . 


* 
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[14] 
feta; and thereby raiſed his Quory” on 
the Ruins of their own Repnearion. He 
has been reduced almoſt to his Ca pital, 
and his Troops have deen ſcarce ſtrong 
enough to cover it from a Siege; but even 
Thi 18 could not reduce him to treat, much 
leſs to ſend his Miniſters Poſt. The Com- 
mon Cauſe has entirely occupied his Heart, 


and his Aﬀections : If it prevailed, he knew 


himſelf ſecure; but he knew alto there was 
no Security without it. His Conduct 
would be a pleaſing Theme, if it were not 
inimitable. A Government divided like 
ours, into many Hands, cannot come up 
to one adminiſter'd by the beſt, the braveſt, 
the greateſt, of Men: But, however, his 
Example. Tthould encourage us; fince. 3 it 
ſhews, that Virtue, Integrity, Ft a good 
Cauſe, are invincible Things. So our 
Anceſtors thought, and knew ; and ſo, if 
it be not our OWN Faults, may We. 


THE French are "wile and” able Politi- 


cians (orherwile why ſhould we fear or 
imitate 


30 
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imitate the PRE 2) and you ſee, how 
they made and managed a War, when 


they once thought fir ro fall into it. They 


were weary of growing ſlowly great, of 
avgmenting gradually. their Strength, and 
taking Time to become more powerful 
than their Neighbours : A favourable Op- 


portunity offered, and they embraced it. 


Immediately Negotiations were ſer on foot, 

and Alliances concluded. She wanted 
Friends at that Juncture, and ſhe bought 
them, without haggling for the Price. By 
this Step France had Cuſtomers enough; 

and thoſe, who came at the latter End of the 
Fair, were bought Dog - cheap. But ſhe was 
ready for War, before theſe Treaties were 
well made; her Armies entered Germany 


on the very Heels of her Ambaſſadors; 


they had ſcarce told Princes ſhe was their 
Friend, before her Troops made them 


ſenſible ſhe was alſo their Miſtreſs. There 


was not much of Decorum, it is true, in 
all this; but there was Abundance of good 
Senſe. What they did might be wrong, 
EM - On 
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I” the French, * are Un and dale 
Politicians, did more tha all this: They 


Had a very bad Cauſe, but they boaſted of 


ir For all! wg Ambition dwelt in their 
Hearts, but Juſtice was ever in their 
Mouths. 5x broke Treaties from equi- 
table Motives, and attacked the Fatherleſs, 
out of pure Regard to the good Cauſe, 
which got the better of Tenderneſs and 


Compaſſion. Vou ſtared and trembled at 


this; but ſome of your Writers took the 


Courage to expoſe their Conduct. Still 
France was not aſhamed: She complain- 


cd. to you of thoſe ſaucy Scribblers, that 
hag the Impudence to ſpeak unſeaſonable 
Truths; and covered her own Cauſe with 
ſuch plauſible Pretences, that many People 
here began to doubt, whether Breach of 
Faith was à Crime, or whether Treaties 
were binding according to the Letter, or not. 
The Power of France, while it carried. all 

before 
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before it in Germany, got the better of 
common Senſe in Holland. When Lints 
was taken, we began to recover our Wits: 
As ſoon as we ſaw the Freuch were not 


omni potent, we made no Scruple of que- 


ſtioning their Omniſcience. 


YET the French were wiſe and able po- 
liricians, tho' they loſt their Game, from 


their Fear of risking too much. They puſh- 


ed very far, but not far enough: They 


uncovered their Country, they exhauſted 
their Treaſures, but they did not ſend 


their laſt Man, and their laſt Stiver, into 


the Empire. The great Legiſlator of Ger. 


many could not execute his Plan without 
them; and from this they failed. It is 


very true, the French failed; and, after” 
waſting an hundred Millions, for the De- 


ſtruction of the Houſe of Auſtria, had on- 
ly the Pleaſure of diſtreſſing her for a few 
Weeks; and then the Marſhal was ſhut 
up in Prague, who was to have treat- 
ed a Peace en the Ramparts of Yiew- 
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ua. But how came the French to make 
this falſe Step? Thele wiſe and able Po- 
liticians, do They Err ſometimes? I don't 
ſay that, ------- No, I always admire the 
French ! ----- They were very prudently 


miſtaken, and miſcarried by being excel- 


leut Politicians.- Shall I tell you how 2--- 


They would not believe -H, they 


could not conceive you would behave as 
you did. 


Ix the Miniſters of * Moſt Chriſtian 
King had attentively conſider'd what an 
immenſe Expence this War would draw 


aſter it, they, perhaps, had never enter'd 


into it: But, had they gone roundly through 
with their Undertaking, and poured in all 
their Troops and Money at once into 
Germany, they had executed their Scheme, 


andipent leſs than the War has now coſt them. 
But one Compaign they reckoned on; and, 
being out in that Computation, they be. 
gan to retrench, and, conſequently, to loſe 


Ground. By this Means their great Pro- 
ject 


[ 19 ] 


ject evaporated, their Allies were undone, 


and France reduced to think of ſaving Her- 
| ſelf, and getting ſomething for her Trouble. 
A great Fall this, from directing all Europe, 
ro guard againſt all Europe; from making 
Emperors, ro behold Emperors made in 
ſpite of her; from giving Law to Kings, to 
receive it from them; and from humbling 
one great Power in Germany, to become 
dependent on another. Yer this we mult 
own is the Caſe, and the plain Effects of 
not acting with Vigour, in the right Place, 
and at the right Seaſon. 


FROM the Time, however, they em- 
braced this new Syſtem, they have ated 
exactly right, and have puſhed where they 
were like to ſucceed beſt by puſhing. Their 
ableſt, their moſt fortunate General, their 
oldeſt and beſt diſciplined Corps, their 
matchleſs Train of Artillery, all are em- 
ployed in the Low Countries. Their 
Magazines are filled in the Winter, their 
Regiments recruited, their Schemes con- 
. certed, 


„ 


0 2 
— — 


L 20] 
certed, nay. ſametimes executed, in that 
Seaſon, which others will have an abſo- 
Jute. Seaſon of Receſs. Always, aQiye; 
2 ways provident, whatever becomes of 
other. Armies: This we fee is always ſu- | 
perior, at leaſt, if not complete. They 


v i of 4 


purſue here one uniform Plan, and exe- 
cute it Step by Step, tho' every Step is 
foreſeen. by Friend and Foe : Foreſeen, 
alas! but not prevented. The favourite 
Marſhal is as abſolute as his Maſter ; he 
Knows what he wants ; demands, and Is 


fu pplied. 


ANR this Manner aWar is EN on 
with Success. It is not Plans concerted 
at the Cloſe of one Vear, and the Troops 
that are to execute them drawn together 
in the midſt of the next, that will prevail. 
It is not mature Deliberation, a nice Cal- 
| culation of Quota 8, A ſcrupulous Regard 
to Oeconomy, that will do; theſe may 
be right in civil Concerns, bur, i in milita- 
ry, , other Maxims ih 20uld rake place. Thoſe 

who 
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who are. bo de, Houle: be truſted to con- 
tribe; we muſt do not only What, is Rt, 
but What is neceſaty? Out Frügality 0 
be ſecu in our Hbuſes, but ought, not to | 
be prackiſed in the Field. There : are Sea- | 
ſons for all Things. War is a Temp off : 
none would raiſe ; ; but, when we are in 1 

we mult be governed by it. We muſt lay 

our Account with ſome Inconyeniencies, 

which we had better impoſe on ourſelyes, 

to ſome good Purpoſe, than ſtay and ſuffer, 

them to be "impoſed on us by Neceſſity. 

Had we acted ever ſo vigorouſly, the Troops 

of the Republic had not ſuffered more 

than they do now; had weentered France, 

after Dettingen, our Soldiers had kept 
Gartiſon----w here they are now Priſoners: 


For, let me entreat you to o colitis the, 
paſt and the preſent Condition of all 1 
Powers. Have not we ſeen the French, and 
their Allies, literally. at the Gates of Vi en- | 
na, and are they not now driven out of Ger- 
many ? But by what? By Prayers, Treaties,” 

Nego- 
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Negotiations ? No, by Arms, Reſolution, 
and aglorious Contempt of Danger. Have 
we not ſeen the French Colours waving in 
Britain, an Army of deſperate Highlan- 
ders advanced into the Heart of that King- 
dom, and a numerous French Army, ready 
to be yafted over to its Coaſts ? But what 
then? Did this extort an Ambaſly ? Was 
it thought a Warraar for private Negotiati- 
on? Nothing like it. The Britiſb Nation 
provided for her own Safety, and carried 
on her military Operations by Land and Sea. 
Her Credit, and what Wonder? was ſome- 
what diſturbed at Home; but for all that. 
Which is truly a Wonder, ſhe punctually ful- 
filled her Engagements abroad, and her Al- 
lies were equally benefired by her Aſſiſt- 
ance, and edified by her Example. The 
Diſpute laſted long, and the laſt Struggle was 
ſharp; but the Good Caule preyailed, and 
the Tools of France were overcome: So 
they have been in Italy, and the poor Re- 
mains that have paſſed the Yar, ſeemed re- 
ſerved to teach their boaſting Legions never 
more 


* 
1 
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more 10 dream of conquering that Cote 
Diſappointed at Coni, harrafſed at Alex- 
andria and Tortona, beaten, when inſpired | 
by Deſpair, at Placentia, ruined at Kotte. b 
Freddo, and flying ever ſince, they p 105 
claim to the World this Truth, that mth 
neyer prevail where they are heartily op. 
poſed; and that the firſt Step to beating the 
French is, not to fear them. 


"Lex this Leſfon, at laſt, be learned by 
us. Theſe mighty Conquerors have entered 
every-where by Treachery, and haye been 
expelled by Force, ----- except in the Zow 

Countries. There, aſſuredly, will their 
Laurels be next blaſted, if we once take 
up this Precepr, and lay afide Fear, which 
ſure ſo many Examples may well reach vs. 
This is the firſt, rhis the only Maxim we 
want, all the reſt will follow of Courſe; and 
when our Freedom is once fix d, and dur 
Glory reſtored, we ſhall wonder, that ſo 
ealy a Thing was ſo long neglected. But 
there is no Time to ſpare, no Meaſures to 
be 
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be kept. ' You muſt lay aſide all Treaties; 
bur thoſe for raking Troops into your Ser- 


vice; and, that you may the more readily 


incline to this, I ſhall ſhew you two Things, 
moſt clearly. The firſt is, that you muſt be 


_ undoge by any Peace that is concluded at 


preſent : The next, that one Campaign. 
made in earneſt, will fix the F reedomof E 1. 
rope, and your Liberties. 


-, a 


Turkx are none, who have any Ac- 
quaintance with the Affairs of Europe, but 


muſt know, and confeſs, that the tearing 


from the Houſe of Auſtria the Poſſeſſions 
ſhe inherits from the Houſe of Bargundy. 
has been the great View of France; and, 
for preventing v which, our Neighbours have 
often interpoſed. It would take up too much 
Time, to ſhew by how many different Me- 
tbods, and under how many ſeveral Pre- 
rences, this has been attempted for a Cen- 


rury paſt: And therefore let us only reflect 


on che four laſt general Wars, which, 


whatever might be given out, were, at the 
: Bot- 


[25] 
Bottom, all calculated to bring this about; 
VIZ. thoſe of ©1672, of 1689, of 1702, and 
of 4K. Something was done towards 
completing this favourite Scheme i in each of 
| the three former, but more than in them 
all has been done in this laſt; and We 
know, that till their Affairs were ruineck. 
in Italy, the French looked upon the en- 
tire Conqueſt of the Low Countries as 
the Work but of one Campaign more; 
and in Truth, as Things have gone, they 
had but too, too much Reaſon to expect 
it. I need not tell you, that, this once 
done, we ſhould ceaſe to be, and France 
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2 dr become a Maritime Power. 
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1 is 1 Thing. no leſs known 


and certain. France never concludes one 
War, but with a View to entering upon | 
another, for which ſhe never wants ſpeci- 4| 
. ous Reaſons. Be ſo juſt to yourſelves, | 


therefore, as to reſlect whether, at pte. 
ſent, you have any Hopes of ſeeing France 
out of her boaſted good Will ro this Stare, , 
Do 11 | 

| 


<< 
= > Mos ab SS 
— = 
- 


DR ccc 


L 260 

the laſt Proof of which, at Liege, was 
very convincing, relinquiſh, abſolutely, all 
her Acquiſitions on this Side. The Nega- 
tive is very certain. Vou received it but 
_ the other Day from her Plenipotentiary 
Auite ed, and without ſo much as the 
gauſe Covering of Compliment, which to 
the French is ſo cheap a Manufacture. 


Bur if they are to retain Any, let them 


keep All. We ſhall be the ſafer for it. Iſay, 


ler them keep All; for we can never ſſcep 
ſure with the Knife at our Throats; but pet- 
haps we may, if it is laid upon the Table, 
that is, if France keeps a Part only of her 
late Conquelts, by Treaty. She will not 


then fail to magnify her Tenderneſs and 
Modeſty ; her Partiſans will raiſe the ſame 


Notes ſtill higher, and all the Rabble of 
GalliczzedDutchmen, which, God knows, 
are but too numerous, will be dead drunk 


With French Moderation. Do but figure to 


yourſelves, what notable Security we ſhall 


have, when we are in this hopeful Situa- 


tion, 


bed SD. ß A. 


[27 ] 


tion, and while France is at work in pres 


paring for the laſt Scene, which you may 
be {ure will be very ſhort. \ 254. 


Do nor fancy I take things for granted, 


purely to terrify and affright you, though © 


in Lethargies we ſometimes take great, Li- 
berties with our Friends: The Cale is really 
ſo, your own Conduct proves it. Why did 
you bear ſo long with France; why look 


on her Irruptions into Germany lo tamely, 


why adminiſter Aſſiſtance ſo ſlowly to your 
Allies? Vou were deceived. H 
and all his Siſter Nurſes, fairly ſung you to 
Sleep. Why, as the Danger grew nearer, 
did you not ſtir; why, when excluded the 


Benefits of Peace, did you not declare War; 


why, when this haughty Power treats you 
with peculiar Indignity, do you, in Return, 
make new Overtures, new Submiſſions ; as 
if it were a Trial of Skill between us, whe- 
ther 7ou have moſt Patience, or She moſt 


Pride? Is it not becauſe you are afraid of 
her Power? And will you be leſs afraid 


when 
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when ſhe has more Power, and is a nearer 
and more formidable Neighbour ? Will 
your Fears ceaſe iu the fame Proportion 
they ought to riſe? or are we really fo 
phlegmaric, that, in order to raiſe our Cou- 
rage, it is neceſſary to drive us to De- 
pair? If you chuſe Negotiating rather than 
Fighting vow, what will you then? At 


Preſent you rely more on your Plenipoten- 


tiaries than your Generals; but you will 
then have little Uſe of either. You would 
be glad to fee che French out of Bruſſels, 


Antwerp, and Offend; but would that ſe- 
cure you from ſeeing them there again? Is 
not your Frontier expoſed, let them be ever 
Jo diſtant? Your Barrier, is it not ruined 
as well as loſt ? Has not the Behaviour of 
France, during this laſt War, made a dou- 


ble Security neceſſary ? Vou cannot draw 
it now from the having thoſe Places reſto- 
red, which are deſtroyed. From whence 


then can you have it? By humbling the 
Power of France: and, inſtead of truſting 
to a perpetual Neutrality, ' ſecuring your 


7. further 


—_ 
further Safety by a perpetual Alliance, 
which may replace your Barrier, and re- 
ene D al ni 91299 ei mo 
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nude 8 time that you 80 1 ids. 
ſperare your Diſeaſe has grown, by your 
not apprehending,.or not attending to your 
Danger, you fee the only poſſible Reme- 
dy; ſee it within your Reach, and; as far 
as human Wiſdom can diſcern; ſee that it 
will be ſtill eflectual. When France began 
the preſent War, ſhe was indeed terrible. 
She broke into Germany with numerous 
Armies, and the had charmed the'Germaps 
themſelves into affiſting towards their own 
Deſtruction. But all this drained her, both 
of Blood and Treaſure; and ſhe was ſo 
ſenſible of her Loſs, as gladly to repaſs the 
Rhine. In Italy her Lot has been the very 
ſame; fatal Battles, and fruitlefs Sieges, 
have brought her Forces low in Reputa- 
tion, as well as Numbers. Here, in the 


Lad Countries. Fontenoy was a Victoty ; 
that c2ſt more than it was Worth: Zzege, ' 
too, a 


: 
Os 
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too, coſt very dear, and was worth no- 
thing. Suffer yourſelves therefore coolly 
to conſider the Thing, and you will plain- 
ly dee, that tho' it is a Giant you are go- 
ing to engage, yet it is a Giant that has 
run his Race; run himſelf out of Wind, 
and has much ado to ſtand upon his Legs. 
Tas Picture may be coarſe, but it is like. 


" Whin this . War firſt heoap,. the 
good old Srair, who remember'd the Max- 
ims in Uſe, when Fighting was in Faſhion 
with us, always inſiſted, that France 
could not maintain hericlf at once on the 
Rhine, and in the Low Countries. Ex- 
perience has ſhown this to be very true; 
but if ſhe could not do this in her full 
Strength, how ſhall ſhe do much more when 
her Strength is ſo much leſs? The pre- 
ſent Invaſion of Provence demands Half 
her Force; and, at the ſame time, deprives 
her of a great Part of her Reſources. If we 
form a good Army in our own Territories, 
and the Allies enter Lorraine with an Ar- 


my 


[31] 
my of an Hundred Thouſand Men (which. 
if we are frugal enough not to ſtint dur Sub- 
ſidies, may be done), the Low Countries 


to be ſure, without a Battle. An open Coun- 
try is very ſoon won; and the French may 
ſpeedily learn, that, in deſtroying our Bars 
rier, they ruined their own. This once per- 
formed, I will not ſay, we may treat a Peace, 
a la Belleifle, on the Ramparts of Paris: 
but we may furely preſcribe to her juſt 
Terms, when entring her Territories on 
_ Side with faperior Forces. | 1 


. 22 
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| Thisi is not ww fine-fpun Scheme of a pro 
: feſſed Stateſman, but the plain Senſe of an 


Honeſt Patriot. I am not an inveterate E- 


nemy of Fyance, a Creature of the Court 
of Vienna, or an Inſtrument of that of Lon: 


don, but a downright Dutchman, concer- 


ned for the Safety, and zealous for the 
Freedom, Welfare, and Glory of my Coun- 
try. I propoſe to you nothing that is dark} 
dangerous, or impracticable; but what is 

dictated 
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diftited: by your Intereſts, and tequiſies 
in your preſent Circumſtances. You have 
now no other Choice to make; you have 
no more Time to loſe. The Whole is be- 
fore you, and All is in your own Power. 
You have ſhewn ſufficiently how much you 
are afraid of being made a Province of 
France; and therefore we have a Right 
to expect you ſhould be ready to do 
whatever appears neceſſary to. prevent 
it. If theſe are your Sentiments, this is 
your. Road, this is your Time; and you 
will no longer heſitate about what muſt be 
done to prevent your being undone. You 
ſeem to be affected with what I have ſaid, 
* this nee me to go on. 


— 


1 Sa . mind * One Thing at 
once. Lay aſide Negotiating, which, you 
find, does nothing ; and prepare for the ſole 
Thing that will do; a vigorous, and, which 
is of no leſs Conſequence, an early Cam- 
paign. Inſtead of equipping new Plenipo- 
tentiaries for Verſailles, let them repair 

to 
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to the Courts of the Empire: You will 
find them willing enough to ſpare you 
Troops; and, in the mean time, you may 
recruit and augment your own. If yotit 
Generals ask Forty, give them Fifty Thou- 
ſand; you will fave Money, and ſpare 
Blood - ſhed, by faving a Campaign ; an, 


beſides, your Example will be a Law to 


your - Allies. Is the Money wanting ? 
Raiſing Troops will raiſe that, Let a Sub- 
ſcription be made on the Back of your De- 
_ claration of War, and in Three Days it 
will be full. Have you any Doubts about 
your Allies? This is the ſureſt Way to 


remoye them. Take this Step, and they. 


will take any Step you pleaſe. Are you 
apprehenſive of French Reſentment ? This 
will ſer you at Eaſe. Be you but once juſt 
ro yourſelves, and France will reſume her 
Relpett. Do you arm, and” = will very 
ſoon treat. 


Bur do nothing by Halves:  Refolve 


what will conteur you, and ſtick to thar. 


— 
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Be ſure, that, as ſoon as you ſhew your- 
ſelves in carneſt, a Thouſand Arts will be 
tried to take you off. If theſe make any 
Impreſſion, All is loſt. I do not abſolute- 
ly ſay, You ſhould refuſe all Terms; but 
this I ſay, That you ſhould fix them with 


your Allies, and liſten to nothing till they 


are granted. You may then treat if you 
will. But, if you ſhould avoid it till ſome- 
thing material is done, it would be ſtill 


better. All Negotiations retard Buſineſs. 


Time to France is All: Give her That, 


ſhe will recover her Strength ; or, at leaſt, 


ſhe will find ſome Way to cover her Weak- 


neſs. Before ſhe can do this, is the Juncture 
of Succeſs. Let the Courier from Lor- 
ram meet the Courier from Provence at 
Paris: Nor would it be amiſs, if you fur- 
niſned Matter at the ſame Inſtant for an 
Expreſs from Bruſſels. We have had a vaſt 
deal of bad News by One Poſt here at the 
Hague; let us ſee if our Neighbours can 
bear it better; for {ure we may juſtly, ay, 

- by, 
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By this Time it is their Furn. V have 
been — =o Them be Uiſtirbed't00. 


It iro N 2 22 [4 box WA 


Iris evident, from the faſt Campa 5 

that Frante is not in vulnerable, but that 
in ſome Parts ſhe may be kurt. Let us ex- 

ert ourſelves this Campaign, and we {hall 
be fatisfied the is not invincible, or her 
Propoſitions always unintelligible. If we do 
but deal roundly with her,ſhe will, in Return, 
deal phinly with us. Our Field-Marſhals 
will, 1 dare fay, prove our beſt Plenipo- 
tentiaries; and the Drums and Trumpets 
in our Army be the firſt Muſic that pro 
claims Peace. 


I have taken up much of your Time 
bur, J hope, to ſome Effect. The Eyes of 
Europe are upon us: Our Allies are at a 
Stand, till we take ſome Step: Our People 
eager to ſee the Credit of the Republic reyi- 
ved, and her Troops at Liberty. Take then 
at once a Reſolution worthy of your Ance- 
ſtors, your preſent Circumſtances, the Con- 
fidence 
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. Gdenct repolbtilo you by your People and 


Alles your own Fame, and the Approba- 
tion of Poſterity. Take it, and be confi- 


dent the Sueceſs will be anſwerable to the 
Sue: For remember it is an Appeal to 
80; and that the GOD of Juſtice i is al- 
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ſo the GOD of Battle. 1 
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